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our own names should be preserved when we know
that so many who were far better and nobler than
ourselves  will   inevitably, be   forgotten,  and   were
better and nobler without the stimulus of any such
paltry desire,     Gratitude to the obscure is, in this
sense, I take it, a duty, which we cannot practise
without a proportional moral benefit.    It enables us
to rise above the constant temptation to seek for
notoriety at any price, and to make our ultimate aim
the achievement of good work, not the chorus of
popular applause which may be aroused. Thoroughly
to conquer that temptation is, I take it, one of the
objects which every man should set before himself.
And nothing, I think, helps one more than a vivid
and enduring consciousness of the enormous debt
which  we  owe  to  men and women who lived  in
obscurity, who never had a thought of emerging out
of obscurity, and whose ennobling influence has yet
become a part ofxevery higher principle of action in
ourselves,    I"may or I may not have formed too low
an estimate M^the services of the few heroes who
stand conspicuously above the ordinary level; but I
am certain that nothing that I can say would exag-
gerate the fmp&rtsunce of many who have no claims
to such a position.     To cherish and preserve that
influence by every faculty we possess seems to me to
be our plainest duty; and we may comfort ourselves,